The effects of chronic administration of captopril on the mouse subfornical organ and area postrema.
We have studied by morphometric procedures the chronic effect of captopril on the subfornical organ (SFO) and area postrema (AP) of the adult mouse. Oral administration of captopril does not produce any change in the size of individual nuclei of the ependymocytes and neurons in both centers. However, there are other quantitative effects of captopril on the global volume of the SFO and on the neuropil and vascular elements of both the SFO and AP which present a significant increase. It is suggested that this increase is due to metabolic processes at the level of both circumventricular organs.